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Outline Of Reference Paper On; No. 47, 1960/61 


THE SOVIET ADVANTAGE 
IN ATTRACTING THE YOUTH OF THE WORLD 


The World Youth Forum, which ended on August 3 in Moscow, represented the first 
major step to attract the world's youth to the Soviet orbit and reflected a new Soviet 
policy on youth, adopted to compete with Communist Chinese activities in this field. 


The participation of the surprisingly small Communist Chinese delegation was 
only sparsely covered in the Soviet press, indicating either a case of news sup~ 
pression or a boycott of the conference activities by the Cemmunist Chinese themselves. 


The World Federation of Democratic Youth, which bolted to the Communist Chinese 
youth orbit, showed a lukewarm reaction to the forum, although it was an official 


participant in it. ‘The Soviets, on the other hand, tried to depict it as the result 
of a worldwide movement, 


A new feature of the forum was its openly political nature. All the tepics 
of the conference corresponded fully with the basic directions of Seviet foreign 
policy, Through a daring propaganda ruse, the leadership of the forum managed to 
give the meeting an appearance of democracy and obtained an absolute majority for 
the Soviet point of view. Thus, with few exceptions, the main speeches at the 
Plenary sessions, as well as the reports given in the committees, reflected the 
Soviet line, The mest notable exception was what a leading Seviet youth newspaper 
Called "a vulgar attack" by the Belgian delegate, Gilbert Clageot, against Soviet 
colonialism. His and other anti-Cemmunist voices will in all likelihood stimulate 
the growing spirit of emancipation among the Sevilet youth. 


The few dissenters notwithstanding, the forum was able, by and large, to 
achieve two of three goals set by the Seviet leadership. The democratic youth 


of the world will have to think seriously of ways to counter the Seviet prepaganda 
offensive in this field. 
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No. 47, 
¢/ 
THE SOVIET ADVANTAGE 


IN ATTRACTING THE YOUTH OF THE WORLD 


The World Youth Forum--first step in the Soviet program to attract 
the youth abroad--ended on August 3 in Moscow as the lights dimmed in the 
Hall of Columns of the House of Trade Unions and as the delegates from 
Asia, Africa and America were packed off on tours of the most important 
cities and agricultural centers in the Soviet Union. About 800 delegates of 
332 youth organizations from! 111 countries took part in the forum, according 
to Komsomolskaya Pravda (Aug. 5, 1961). Of these, 26 countries, repre’. 
sented by 102 youth organjzations, were South American (Komsomolskaya 
Pravda, Jul. 26, 1961). Besides youth organizations, observers and guests, 
the following international organizations participated: UNESCO, International 
Labar Organization, International Organization of Civil Service, and the Com- 
munist-controlled organizations, International Union of Students, World 
Federation of Trade Unions and World Federation of Democratic Youth. 


The proceedings of the forum reflectedthe newSoviet youth policy, 
adopted after the last-named group, WFDY, bolted the Soviet camp in 
favor of the Communist Chinese. For one thing, Chinese youth, by na- 
tionality the largest group represented at the forum, had sent only 17 
delegates--a disproportionately small number, comparable with the delega- 
tions of some small countries, such aS Ceylon, which sent 15 delegates, 
Another indication of a rift was the belated decision of the All-China Federa- 
tion of Youth to participate in the forum. Though preparations for the forum 
had lasted sixteen months and though Red China was represented in the Inter- 
national Committee of Support of the Forum, the Federation announced 
participation only a week before the forum (Komsomolskaya Pravda, Jul. 19, 
1961). In addition, only the speech of the chief Chinese delegate, Van Chzhao- 
hua, was mentioned and the name of other Chinese delegates were suppressed 
altogether. The opening report of the forum, in listing the various Asian 
delegations, gave the Chinese the tenth slot, though in the Communist world 
hierarchy they were entitled to the top position. The conclusion is that either 
the Chinese were opposed to the way the Soviets conducted the forum and did 
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not participate in the discussions or their speeches were suppressed by 
the Soviet press. 


The new Soviet line, resulting from the defection of WFDY, 
manifested itself in the Preparatory Commission to Arrange a World 
Youth Forum, set up in February 1960. The Soviets managedalso to. 
have the Highth World Youth Festival postponed till 1962. To the ques- 
tion, ''Why is the forum necessary when we have had World Youth 
Festivals for so many years ?'' Moscow answered that ‘while every- 
body can come to the Festival and be there in person, the forum is a 
meeting of representatives, each of which represents a majority. This 
is a meeting of plenipotentiaries of youth on a higher level'’ (Smena, 
New Generation, No. 9, 1961, p. 3). It is beyond any doubt that the 
Chinese and the leadership of WFDY were hurt by the Soviet action, 
Although officially in favor of the forum, the WFDY dissociated itself 
in its: publication from the character of the forum in this manner: ''We 
never had the intention to call together this kind of a meeting, which be- 
forehand would pretend to interpret all actual questions. The WFDY has 
its own opinions and its own program" (World Youth, Russian Issue, No. 
1-2, 1961, p. 29). 


The Soviets,on the other hand, tried to impress upon the public . 
opinion of the world that the idea of the forum was born simultaneously 
in youth organizations of different countries: 'Under these conditions there 
was ‘horn the idea to carry out the World Youth Forum. Among delegates 
of youth organizations of different views, expfriénce and activity, there ap- 
peared the desire to meet and to frankly discuss many topics'' (Komsomol- 


skaya Pravda, July 20, 1961). 


F A new feature of the forum was its open and exclusive political na- 
ture. The Youth Festival, although under Soviet aegis, carefully tried 
to mask not only their Communistic essence, but generally their political 
aspett. The forum, on the other hand, from the very beginning openly 
proposed to unite the youth of the world and to bring it on the international 
stage as a considerable politital force, if possible, within the framework 
of the Soviet external policy. 


Suggestively stating that ''youth of the world is a great, invincible 
force,'' the Soviet leadership already in September 1960, during the 
constituent meeting of the so-called "International Committee of Support 
for the World Youth Forum," planted the fundamental theme of the ‘forum 
and slipped it into the future reports. All their topics, it turned out, cor- 
responded fully with the basic directions of the Soviet foreign policy. Already 
in September 1960, they received the following ominous designations; 


‘The basic topic of the fofum: "Youth of the middle of the 20th cen- 
tury and its problems" 
(more) 
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Five main topics of reports scheduled for plenary sessions of the 
forum: 


(1) 'Youth, mutual understanding, co-operation and peaceful 
coexistence" 

(2) "Youth, fight against colonialism and imperialism, for 
national independence and the problems of the world" 

(3) "Youth and problems of general and complete disarmament" 

(4) "Youth its rights and obligations in present society" 

(5) "Youth and progress" 


To confound Western anti-Communist organizations, the Permanent 
Secretariat of the Forum proclaimed that free discussion will be allowed 
on the forum and that speeches, even anti-Communist in character, will 
be permitted. The Secretariat suggested that each report should be pre- 
sented by three speakers, one each from the Communist, anti-Communist 
and neutralist positions. In addition, the forum leaders guaranteed that 
no decisions or documents will be approved by the forum or its commissions, 
unless there is a unanimous consent of all participants. It is obvious that the 
Soviets, in proclaiming such risky concessions, were taking great chances, 
but they reasoned--correctly, as it turned out--that the youth organizations 
of the West will not believe in the sincerity of these declarations and will not 
consider it passible to take part in a Communist event. The daring propaganda 
ruse allowed the Soviets further to emphasize the democratic character of 
the forum and at the same time obtain an absolute majority. Also while 
the youth organizations represented in the forum were thus given an ap- 
pearance of legality, the general "unanimity" of all participants on the 
most important topics was ensured. 


From the first day on, the anti-Communist youth organizations 
that refused to participate in the forum were twitted for allegedly shirking 
open discussion: 


There were established personal contacts with a number 
of the more important youth organizations, but they refused to 
participate in the forum on the grounds that supposedly there 
will not be free discussion... And although the Permanent 
Secretariat fully guaranteed them everything they asked for, 
this apparently did not convince them and after prolonged 
negotiations they refused the offer (from a speech by Jacob 
Stevens from Ghana, Chairman of the Permanent Secretariat; 
Komsomolskaya Pravda, July 26, 1961), 
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Today in our hall there are no representarives of WAY, 
IUYS and COSEC. The leaders of these organizations are not 
stingy with words about peace and co-operation of youth. But 
now it was concretely proposed to them: let us cooperate, let 
us discuss our problems behind a discussion table, openly, 
honestly... As strange as it may appear, the leaders of 
these international organizations refused to participate in the 
forum. (From the report by S. Pavlov, First Secretary of 
Komsomol; Komsomolskaya Pravda , July 26, 1961). 


During the first three days of plenary sessions of the forum, 13 
reports were delivered, on the five main topics. The first report, by 
the leader of the Soviet delegation, S. Pavlov, on the topic "Youth, 
Mutual Understanding, Cooperations and Peaceful Coexistence, " 
represented the quintessence of Soviet foreign policy and was flavored 
with sharp anti-American and anti-Western attacks. Pavlov's report, 
as well as the speeches of pro-Communist delegates of all shades, 
presented the Soviet conception of West Berlin as a "free city" and ; 
pressed for a peace treaty with both German states. 


The second report on this topic was delivered by Andrea Margeri, 
president of the Union of Goliardists of Italy, a student organization of 
the so-called "progressive" direction. Margeri attacked the revanchists 

from Bonn, ''the fatal policy of calculated risk'"' carried on by NATO, 
colonialism, and praised the "just" policy of the Soviet Union. Guided, apparent- 
ly by Soviet directive, he also developed the plan of creating a single 

student world organization. 


The third report, endorsing the Soviet version of peaceful co- 
existence and disarmament, was delivered by S.M. Takher, leader of 
Indonesia's youth. 


The speakers on "Youth, fight against colonialism and imperialism, 
for national independence and problems of the world" were: Djamil 
Khokhu, representative of Algerian Moslem students, Jorge Risket Valdez, 
head of the Cuban delegation, and Gilbert Clageot, secretary of the 
Belgian spcialist youth organization 'Young Guard." The first two 
reports, as planned by the Soviets, effectively launched an attack against 
the West and USA and also heaped praise on Soviet policy. Captain Valdez 
in addition pathetically outlined the Berlin problem and ended his report 
with a theatrical appeal to American youth. 
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The third speaker, Gilbert Clageot, was the only one among the 
13 main speakers to create unpleasantness to the Soviet organisers. 
Having spoken against colonialism and having defined the important 
part played by youth in the fight against it, Clageot touched the Soviet 
Achilles heel - the colonial policy of the USSR in Hungary and Poland; 
he pointed out the negative essence of the policy of Communist parties 
toward emerging states and blamed the Soviet Union for insufficient 
help extended to these states. For several days after Clageot's speech, 
delegates to the forum sharply discussed this problem. The Soviet 
press could not completely pass over his speech in silence and was 
forced to state: 


It should be noted that the speaker allowed himself 
vulgar attacks against the Communist parties, trying to claim 
that they, supposedly, do not extend the proper help to colonial 
countries. (Komsomolskayg Pravda , July 27, 1961). 


A lively debate is continuing in the lobby. The passions 
.roused by the speech of the leader of one of the Belgian youth 
organizations, Gilbert Clageot, charging that the Soviet Union, 
supposedly, does not extend the proper aid to colonial 
countries, have yet to subside. (Literaturnaya Gazeta, 
Literary Gazette, July 29, 1961). 


Of the two reports delivered on the second topic, 'Youth and dis- 
armament, '' by Marian Renke, leader of the Polish youth delegation, and 
by Michael Goldman, representative of youth and student movement of 
Great Britain for nuclear disarmament, the latter was an appeal for granting 
sovereignty to East Berlin and for transformation of Bérlinintoa "free city!’ He’ 
stated that France with her atomic tests safeguards the interests of USA and England, 
that the basis for ''Polaris' missifes in Holy Loch in Scotland represents a' direct threat for the USSR. 


On the fourth topic ''Youth, its rights and obligations in society, "' 
the reports were delivered by delegates from Ghana, Rubie Williams, 
and from China, Van Chzhao-hua; the report of the Chinese exceeded in 
its sharpness even the Soviet line at the forum. 


The last topic, 'Youth and progress," was allotted to Jacques Roux, 
a professor at the University of Montpellier, Vladislav Vedra, leader of 
the Czechoslovak youth delegation, and Ector Suinaga, representative of 
Republican Democratic Union of Venezuela. All three presented the thesis that 
social progress lags behind scientific and technical progress, and that it 
is up to youth to correct this error in development, This thesis in a normal 
language means a call to youth to struggle for "reconstruction" of the 
capitalistic system on a Socialist and Communist pattern. The delegate 
from Venezuela, choosing another Communist tack, attacked the ''Peace 
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Corps,'' which, supposedly, "is being created to fight with the growing 
anti-imperialist consciousness of Latin American peoples," 


After three days of plenary sessions, the 14 commissions began 
work on the following topics: ''Activity of youth in the interest of peaceful 
coexistence, mutual understanding and co-operation,'' ‘Participation of 
youth in the fight for national independence and national reconstruction, " 
"Youth and general and complete disarmament," "Activity of parliaments, 
governments, local administration organs and satisfaction of needs of youth, ” 
"Problems of young workers,"' ''Problems of rural workers," ''Scientific 
and technical progress in present society,'' 'Youth and culture," ‘'About 
forms and co-operation and contact in youth movement," "Problems of 
educating youth in the present society," ''Problems of bringing up children," 
"Sport problems" and "Problems of students. "' 


The Soviet leadership, after three days of plenary sessions, switched 
to obviously totalitarian methods. At the moment when the 14 commissions 
were organized, the Soviet leadership "suggested" personal candidates for 
the chairman, deputy chairman and secretary of the commissions, and the 
delegates to the forum, with apparently nothing else remaining to do, — 
"unanimously supported these candidates'' (Komsomolskaya Pravda, Jul. 29, 
1961). All commissions thus worked in the directions determined by the So- 
viets and approved communiques fully corresponding to the basic Soviet prin- 
ciples of foreign policy. 


For example, the commission on "Youth and disarmament" proclaimed 
that 'militarism, being reborn in West Germany, is a very serious threat to 
peace" and stated that it was necessary to conclude peace treaties with West- 
and East Germany and to "normalize" the situation in West Berlin; the com- 
mission on ''Forms of co-operation and contacts of youth" declared a fight 

for "the liquidation of cold war"; and the commission on "Problems of young 
workers'' emphasized that "in contrast with the capitalistic countries, in the 
states of the socialist camp there are created all conditions for happy life of young 
workers." 


And finally, the last plenary session of the forum, conducted by Peter 
Reshetov, Chairman of the Committee of Youth Organizations of USSR, accepted 
a general ''message'' to the world's youth calling it to struggle for a number of 
political principles which are essentially the basic principles of Soviet policy" 
(Komsomolskaya Pravda, Aug. 4, 1961) 


It should be noted, however, that in addition to the anti-Communist 
speech of the Belgian delegate at the plenary session, numerous sharp re- 
marks and speeches were heard during the work of the commfssions, in the 
international club and in the lobby, expressing the anti-Communist point and © 
defending various aspects of real democracy. Summing up the results of the forum, 
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the Soviet press could not completely ignore these events: 'For the 
first time inthe world of youth, there takes slace sugh 6 mneetirg @ 
the forum, a meeting during which even the sharpest questions ¢ 
contemporary world are discussed. And ii would not be true to claim 
that there was unanimity of opinion. There were dissenters. They had 
to be. On the forum there were people with different views!'' (Komsomoiskaya 


Pravda, Aug. 3, 1961). 


the 


It is interesting to note that addresses against anti-democratic 
Soviet policies carne nct only from Western youth representatives but alse 
from Asian, African and Latin American delegates. For instance, 
Literaturnaya Gazeta (Aug. 3, 1961) mentioned a speech made by 
Rodrigo Ambrosio, a delegate from Chile, who declared that "it is im- 
possible to dictate to art, just as it is impossible to impose 'peace' upon 
men" (the second haif of the sentence should be understood as a reaction 
against forcible imposition of Soviet policy during the forum). 


Though the overwhelming majority of speeches was delivered by 
pro-Communist, neutral and ''progressive' delegates under skillful Soviet 
direction, the anti-Communist speeches were not lost altogether. Their in- 
fluence, no doubt, will be felt in different layers of Soviet youth, intellectuals 
and students, and will stimulate the growing processes of spiritual emancipa- 
tion among them. Things would have been different if the Soviet invitation to 
an open discussion had been taken up by authorities and experienced anti- 
Communist youth organizations of the West. It would have been also more 
difficult to the Soviets to ram through the communiques through the commis - 
sions and the forum, because it had been guaranteed that only those documents 
would be published that had the consent of all delegations. In addition, the 
influence of clearly anti-Communist speeches on the wide masses of Soviet youth 
would have been considerably stronger and could not have failed to have an 
influence on the future developments in USSR. 


In the absence of a large-scale participation by pro-Western delega- 
tions, the Soviets were able to reach two of three objectives which they had 
set for the forum: (1) To compare various points of views, and (2) to gain 
mutual understanding. The third objective, transition to practical co-opera- 
tion, was in the planning stage. Besides providing for future World Youth 
Forums, the current session drafted plans for a conference of young 
scientists in 1962, a World Conference of Working Youth in 1963, a "single" 
world student organization, a conference of youth from Asia, Africa and 
Latin America, and other meetings. 


The Soviet attempt to attract the youth of world cannot be called un- 
successful. The democratic youth of the world will have to think seriously 
about the danger of Soviet attempts to drag in the majority of the youth of the 
world in the plan of favoring Soviet foreign policy, and to find ways for a real 
fight with the Communists. One such -way--exclusively favorable--could be a 
reciprocal propaganda and ideological action directed at the Soviet youth on a 


wide scale. 
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